
Your VPN Might Be Snitching on You: A 
Security Alert
Think your VPN is keeping you safe? Think again. This document exposes the alarming reality of compromised 
VPN services that are actively spying on users while pretending to protect them. We'll explore how these digital 
bodyguards might be working for the mob, why free VPNs could cost you everything, and most importantly, 
what you can actually do to protect your business and personal data in an increasingly hostile digital landscape.

by Craig Peterson



The Great VPN Con Job
Here's your 12-second wake-up call: That VPN you're using to protect your business data? It might be about as 
secure as leaving your front door wide open with a neon sign saying "Rob Me!" Recent investigations have 
revealed something that'll make your coffee taste bitter 3 VPN servers are under constant attack, and those 
"private" browsing sessions? Not so private after all.

Modern-day digital thieves have figured out the equivalent of banks 3 and surprise, surprise 3 it's those VPN 
services you thought were keeping you safe!

If you thought VPNs were your digital superhero cape, protecting you from internet villains, you might want to 
sit down for this one. These services are way more dangerous than most people think, and hackers 
(particularly state-sponsored groups from countries like China) are having a field day with your supposedly 
"encrypted" data. It's not just theoretical 3 it's happening right now to businesses just like yours.



Why VPNs Are Like Hiring a Bodyguard 
Who Works for the Mob
Picture this: You hire a bodyguard to protect you, but 
unbeknownst to you, he's actually reporting your 
every move back to the very people you're trying to 
avoid. That's essentially what's happening with many 
VPN services today.

VPN servers have become prime targets because 
they're literally where all the good stuff is. Think 
about it: millions of users routing their most 
sensitive data through these servers, believing 
they're safe. It's like having every bank in town 
deposit their money in one giant vault with a sign 
saying "Totally Secure!"

Remember when NordVPN got breached in 2018, but didn't tell anyone for over a year? That's like your security 
guard getting knocked out, but forgetting to mention it until the robbers are already eating dinner at your 
kitchen table. Thousands of businesses thought they were protected while their data was potentially 
compromised. Feeling a little queasy yet? You should be.



The Chinese Menu of Your Digital Life

Client Communications
Your confidential emails and messages are being cataloged and analyzed.

Financial Data
Banking information and transactions potentially exposed to malicious actors.

Business Plans
Your company's strategic roadmap being viewed by competitors or foreign entities.

Personal Information
Employee and client personal details vulnerable to identity theft and exploitation.

Chinese state-sponsored groups aren't just casually browsing 3 they're systematically targeting VPN 
infrastructure because it's a goldmine of intelligence. When you connect to a compromised VPN server, it's like 
having dinner at a restaurant where the waiter is secretly photographing your credit card and taking notes on 
your conversation. Every bit and byte is potentially being catalogued by folks who definitely don't have your 
best interests at heart.



The "Free Lunch" That Costs Everything
You know what they say about free lunches? Well, free VPN services are like accepting candy from 
strangers 3 except the strangers are wearing business suits and have really good marketing departments.

Here's a story that'll make your head spin: A small 
marketing firm in Boston started using a popular 
free VPN service to "protect" their client 
communications. Six months later, their biggest 
competitor somehow knew details about 
upcoming campaigns that should've been locked 
up tighter than Fort Knox. Coincidence? About as 
likely as finding a unicorn in your parking lot.

Remember: If you're not paying for the 
product, you ARE the product.

Free VPN providers need to make money somewhere, and if you're not paying with your wallet, you're 
paying with your data. It's digital economics 101 3 nothing is actually free, somebody's always paying the 
bill. And that somebody is YOU, with interest rates that would make loan sharks blush.



Use the Shield You Already Have
In a bitter irony, the very tools we use for protection can become weapons against us. VPNs that promise 
security often create a single point of vulnerability that attackers can exploit with devastating efficiency.

Direct HTTPS 
Connections
Modern websites use HTTPS 
encryption that already 
secures your connection 
from end to end, without 
requiring a middleman VPN 
that could be compromised.

Browser Security 
Features
Today's browsers have 
built-in protections against 
common threats, making 
direct connections through 
HTTPS often more secure 
than routing through 
questionable VPN servers.

Fewer Points of 
Failure
Every additional service in 
your connection chain is 
another potential security 
hole. Connecting directly to 
secure websites eliminates 
the VPN as a possible weak 
link.

When you access a website through HTTPS, your data is encrypted from your device all the way to the 
destination server. This means even your ISP can only see which domain you're visiting, not the specific 
pages or any data you exchange. It's like having a secure courier deliver your sealed message directly, 
instead of trusting it to a potentially compromised intermediary.



When Your VPN Shield Becomes Their 
Sword

Remote Work 
Vulnerability
An accounting firm using a 
compromised VPN to connect 
remote workers unknowingly 
exposed client data, leading to 
multiple cases of identity theft 
during tax season.

Reputation Damage
VPN compromise isn't just 
about losing data 3 it's about 
losing trust, clients, and 
potentially your entire 
business reputation.

Warning Signs
Slower than usual 
connections

Unexpected pop-ups or 
redirects

Colleagues receiving emails 
you didn't send

Mysterious login attempts 
on business accounts

The most twisted part of this whole mess? The very tool you're using to protect your business might be the 
thing that destroys it. It's like installing a security camera that secretly streams to criminals instead of your 
monitoring service. The scariest part? Most businesses have no idea their VPN has been compromised until 
it's way too late. It's not like hackers send you a postcard saying, "Hey, been reading your emails for six months, 
thanks for the entertainment!"



Building a Real Digital Fort Knox

Two-Factor Authentication
Implement Duo Security for proper multi-factor protection

Password Management
Use 1Password to create and store strong, unique credentials

DNS Protection
Deploy Cisco Umbrella or OpenDNS to block 
malicious sites

Alright folks, enough doom and gloom. Let's talk solutions that actually work. You wouldn't use a screen door 
on a submarine, so don't rely solely on VPNs for your business security. Start by implementing real two-factor 
authentication - forget SMS codes, they're about as secure as writing your password on a sticky note. Combine 
this with serious password management and DNS protection that blocks threats before they even reach you.

Remember, in the digital world, paranoia isn't a disorder 3 it's a survival skill. The question isn't whether 
you'll face a cyber attack, but whether you'll be prepared when it happens. Layered security isn't just smart 3 it's 
essential for survival in today's digital battlefield.



Your Three-Step Recovery Plan

1 Audit Your Current 
VPN Usage
Make a list of every VPN 
service your business uses. 
Research their security track 
record, ownership, and 
server locations. If you can't 
find clear answers, that's 
your first red flag.

2 Implement Layered 
Security
Don't put all your digital 
eggs in the VPN basket. Use 
multiple security layers: 
proper firewalls, endpoint 
protection, email security, 
and yes, a reputable VPN 
service (emphasis on 
reputable).

3 Create an Incident 
Response Plan
Know what you'll do when 
(not if) a breach happens. 
Have contact information 
ready, know who to call, 
and practice your response. 
It's like having a fire drill 3 
boring until you actually 
need it.

The internet isn't becoming safer, folks 3 it's becoming more dangerous every day. But that doesn't mean 
you need to go back to sending everything by carrier pigeon. Smart businesses adapt, survive, and thrive by 
staying one step ahead of the threats.

Want to stay ahead of the cybersecurity curve? Sign up for free weekly emails at CraigPeterson.com and get 
the latest security insights delivered straight to your inbox. Because in this digital game, knowledge isn't just 
power 3 it's survival. Trust but verify, hope for the best but prepare for the worst, and never, ever assume that 
"secure" actually means secure. Stay safe out there!


